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Community Design Workshop
Jefferson High School Modernization

Meeting Date:
Meeting Location:
Meeting Participants:
Presentation Link:

10.30.2024

As the design process for the new Jefferson High As the design process for the new Jefferson High 
School building progresses, community input School building progresses, community input 
continues to play a key role in shaping the vision. continues to play a key role in shaping the vision. 
Feedback from participants at October’s workshop Feedback from participants at October’s workshop 
covered a variety of aspects, from the exterior and covered a variety of aspects, from the exterior and 
interior design to site programming and cultural interior design to site programming and cultural 
placemaking. The input heard reflects a broad and placemaking. The input heard reflects a broad and 
shared desire for spaces that foster school pride, shared desire for spaces that foster school pride, 
celebrate diverse heritages, and create a welcoming celebrate diverse heritages, and create a welcoming 
environment for all.environment for all.

JHS Cafeteria
22 Community Participants
CDW Boards, Jeff Conceptual Walkthrough Video

Key Findings + Overall Themes
Developing the Exterior Participants suggested making the main 
entry more prominent with bold signage or a canopy. They were 
excited about the blue stair and the vibrant internal activity visible 
from outside. Opinions on materials and colors varied, but most 
favored options that showed contrast and depth, such as black brick 
or a red brick with black metal panel for added contrast.

Surveying How Space Feels. The interior team conducted a 
color exercise using regional imagery to develop interior palettes. A 
survey gathered input on what makes a space culturally affirming, 
bold, and welcoming. Respondents favored school pride and cultural 
affirmation, with suggestions to incorporate local elements and avoid 
generic, sports-focused designs.

Paving The Way, Brick-By-Brick. Community members liked the 
blue track and JHS logo on flags. They emphasized the importance 
of gardening programs, community involvement, and a Pacific 
Northwest landscape with medicinal/indigenous plantings. The 
landscape team had productive discussions on site programming, 
amenities, and the building’s phasing and location.

Celebrating Jeff’s Diverse Heritage. Participants were 
enthusiastic about cultural placemaking installations that 
foster reflection, with a focus on dynamic colors, shadows, and 
representing the heritage of Black, Indigenous, Latine, and Asian 
communities in Portland. They appreciated narratives celebrating 
JHS alumni and the Timeline of Excellence.

https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/62/CDW%204_All%20Boards%20Compressed.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcELUPokMSg
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Survey Dates/Events & Demographics

Survey Dates / Events
10/30 - Community Design Workshop 
10/30 - Demo Design Club
11/14 - 8th Grade Open House at Jefferson

Student Respondents Grade Non-Student Respondents Relationship to Jeff

All Respondents Race/Ethnicity Demographics
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Appendix B - CDW #2 Community Feedback

Feedback Related To Building Exterior

• “Like black brick base/contrast” in response to Study 3 Black Brick with Red Toned Metal
• “Yellow + Blue + Donkey in stairs” in response to Study 3 Black Brick with Red Toned Metal
• “The black brick is cool as the base. Is there a way to incorporate blue?” in response to Study 3 

Black Brick with Red Toned Metal
• “Same thought! Perhaps signage in blue, not black?  Ties together with stairs.” in response to 

Study 3 Black Brick with Red Toned Metal
• “Like the contrast and break up volume” in response to Study 3 Black Brick with Red Toned Metal
• “Contrast on the horizontal plane at the ground floor makes it look more commercial / office / 

housing.  Continuous gesture / materiality down to the ground feels more school-like” in response 
to Study 3 Black Brick with Red Toned Metal

• “Drake likes black brick base” in response to Study 3 Black Brick with Red Toned Metal
• “Check-mark” in response to Study 1 Red Brick and metal match with black metal details
• “Strong marquee signage at Kerby and Killingsworth would be good iconic wayfinding and 

placemaking and brings strong identity on fast street” in response to Study 1 Red Brick and metal 
match with black metal details

• “Like brick and metal articulation and detailing, not just all one color or texture, timeless details” in 
response to Study 2 Brick and Metal Red Tone

• “Bold, more contrast, bright colors, feeling right for Jeff - welcoming” in response to Study 2 Brick 
and Metal Red Tone

• “For new building to feel like Jeff, highlight blue and yellow and donkey. Starting to see that in 
stair. - Black Jeff Alum” in response to Study 2 Brick and Metal Red Tone

• “Is there a way to more closely recreate the 3 arches to preserve that cultural touchstone? Rather 
than a straight square entry.” in response to Exterior - Design Process

• “Could the entrance feel more open and distinct from its mirror image?” in response to Exterior - 
Design Process

• “Like at Benson saving of existing wall and seeing that. Are there pieces that show up from old 
building? Having brick feels important. - Black Jeff Alum” in response to Exterior - Design Process

Feedback Related To Building Interior

Responses to survey image 1.1 - Does this space feel welcoming?: 
1. too bright doesn’t look comfortable
2. The sun, comforting furniture, friends 
3. Space has too much seating w/o back support. Would leave things behind by mistake, too 

cluttered
4. Bright, comfortable red velvet.
5. Easy to orient yourself in space w/ large window but 2nd floor so not a fishbowl
6. Not necesarily overly welcoming but a great space for ND/students with sensory issues
7. I love the sun and freeform layout
8. Green, light, bright colors seating feels accessible
9. light is nice
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Responses to survey image 1.2 - Does this space feel welcoming?: 
1. too rigid it feels like a prison
2. Bright cheerful colors, sunlight 
3. If it is for dinning, it is very practicle. If not, there should be more art.
4. “Looks” loud and vast. Hard surfaces and hard to see into depth of space.
5. More inviting chair styles needed; table set up more collaborative than isolated in rows.
6. seems a bit dark/grey
7. Feels a little cold maybe. Is it too industrial?
8. Concrete feels cold
9. too open/uncomfortable seating

Responses to survey image 1.3 - Does this space feel welcoming?: 
1. Almost college like
2. Feels institutional 
3. Looks like PCC
4. Can see all the way through the space - helps ground and orient in a large multilevel space.
5. Open air group. Spaces always apreciated.
6. Feels kind of dull
7. Wood feels warm high ceilings feel welcoming
8. open but designated spaces for socialization

Responses to survey image 1.4 - Does this space feel welcoming?: 
1. space for student art, I like the wood feel
2. I am wondering how the wood will fit in with the rest of the building 
3. Timeless
4. Spacy
5. Strong overhead lighting feels calming and orienting. No dark corners. maybe a bit too bright?
6. Bland and institutional
7. too clean/stark
8. The warm wood feels inviting
9. multiple languages space for students art/into sharing
10. too contrasting

Responses to survey image 1.5 - Does this space feel welcoming?: 
1. outside view w a comfortable space to work
2. Feels cozy, warm and in formal 
3. I don’t like the chairs. Would get dirty quickly.
4. Low soft accoustic ceiling. Different height seating gives options and zones break up space.
5. Group space, outdoor view, mix of colors is nice.
6. I like the proximity to nature
7. plants; light>natural more color

Responses to survey image 1.6 - Does this space feel welcoming?: 
1. feels very high school like, I like the openness



32

Appendix B - CDW #2 Community Feedback

2. Feels open
3. Looks like PCC
4. Lower level feels a little dark/unwelcoming/hidden. It also feels a lot like people are “on display” at 

each level. Maybe its the very transparent guardrail?
5. interesting seating layout, not sure of the purpose.
6. I like how people can be dispersed through the space even though its large.
7. less color=less interesting

Responses to survey image 2.1 - Does this space feel culturally affirming?: 
1. probably not culturally affirming but i like it
2. I think that if we have a giant demo, it would be great to have a giant dancer, a giant wiz character 

a giant artist … I hear from the athletes from long ago what they liked about Jefferson is that they 
played football but they also were exposed to and participated in the arts

3. Wouldn’t hurt to change the school colors
4. School-specific branding helps create/emphasize a shared school culture. Easy for all students to 

identify w/ their school mascot.
5. Would be incredible to see a design like this using Demos mascot
6. seems pretty bland, apart from the logo.
7. seems generic
8. mascot promotes pride maybe too sports focused?

Responses to survey image 2.2 - Does this space feel culturally affirming?: 
1. railing design probably has significance
2. I think it would be cool to have African design or local indigenous design in the railings
3. Too much about “words” replace the words with art where people can find their discussio
4. looks very lived-in/used-good!
5. I like how it shows you can celebrate a variety of cultures and it can be loud.
6. space for student art
7. a variety of representations

Responses to survey image 2.3 - Does this space feel culturally affirming?: 
1. obviously the wall art is affirming 
2. Not very accurate w/ how national defense works and spands.
3. Flag feels a little trite. Feels more like an airport (wrapped in columns maybe?)
4. Feels boilerplate
5. Maybe a clear statement of value while highlighting culture.
6. slogans=performative
7. feels a little forced

Responses to survey image 2.4 - Does this space feel culturally affirming?: 
1. Love the color 
2. Who doesn’t like legos
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3. rainbow feels a little generic/corporate/childis. Like, it could be anywhere.
4. colorful
5. I like how color is incorporated in a lot in your face.

Responses to survey image 2.5 - Does this space feel culturally affirming?: 
1. Yes … it could be the history of Jefferson 
2. Famous faces feels a little too easy/too overdone.
3. Maybe a bit like an airport walls?
4. Can’t deny scale!
5. local leaders more appealing than others

Responses to survey image 2.6 - Does this space feel culturally affirming?: 
1. Yes… 
2. My favorite
3. Would be great to utilize this design with local national tribal art.
4. too dark/cold

Responses to survey image 3.1 - Does this space feel like a high school?: 
1. Green/seafoam green
2. Color/materials feel cold and oversly sophisticated. looks more like an airport.
3. Mall food court vibes
4. Feels like an airport.

Responses to survey image 3.2 - Does this space feel like a high school?: 
1. i feel there needs to be a safety aspect involved in the design
2. I think we should have lots of windows in classrooms to the outside world … but students are 

traumatized by school shooters in the news… 
3. I hope there are blinds.
4. Color looks much more school-like. Could use some more space for fliers/work/stuff... so much 

glass is limiting for occupants to add themselves to their stuff.
5. Small class size, this would be a nice idea
6. Transparency is cool
7. feels like a modern school- maybe too many disctractions?

Responses to survey image 3.3 - Does this space feel like a high school?: 
1. Eating an eggsalad sandwich in prison.
2. Less polished ceiling - more active and busy is actually pretty nice to making it feel less corporate.
3. the mixed tables are interesting
4. feels like a modern school - natural light

Responses to survey image 3.4 - Does this space feel like a high school?: 
1. almost office like not necessarily a good feeling for children
2. Backless chairs/cloth not good.
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3. Books! Murals! Color!
4. This looks like McDaniel with blue couches instead of red
5. Kids are definetly tossing things over that rail
6. I like that you can see into the library!

Responses to survey image 3.5 - Does this space feel like a high school?: 
1. absolutely feels like a high school but not the feeling i like
2. You are gonna work in the service industry
3. Furniture looks very school-like but subdued colors are a little uninspiring.
4. Cafeteria? Classroom?
5. too high school - like my old school
6. Feels too high school

Responses to survey image 3.6 - Does this space feel like a high school?: 
1. Stain the chairs
2. Extremely neutral color palate looks too sophisticated and designer for a plae for teenagers to feel 

like they belong and can act like teenagers.
3. I wish my high school looked like this.
4. kinda hospital

Responses to survey image 4.1 - Does this space feel like bold?: 
1. too bold doesn’t sit well with time
2. No backless chairs or booths/weight consideration.
3. Bold and comfortable
4. Colors a bit bold, design less so.
5. Cool way to define space
6. lots of open space/natural light
Responses to survey image 4.2 - Does this space feel like bold?: 
1. maybe too bold of a color but i like the rounded landings
2. Almost too bold. Someone would fall looking out the window.
3. Futuristic
4. Big gesture as part of the architecture
5. I love!
6. The color is bright I guess
7. Love highlights. The functionality. Color is obviously JHS feeling.
8. too blue... will look dated, feels enclosed
9. like one color as the stand out in the space

Responses to survey image 4.3 - Does this space feel like bold?: 
1. once again maybe too bold of a color but i like the place to hang individuals’ art and still make it 

feel like a part of the design
2. Perfect
3. Nice use of color and invites student work and notices. This is waht makes it feel like a place for 

learning and not an office/airport.
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4. Looks like a place people use
5. I like that if brings energy to small spaces
6. stuednt art, bold colors
7. bright colored walls help stand out

Responses to survey image 4.4 - Does this space feel like bold?: 
1. Not bold but i like the feel with the open concept
2. Great
3. Spacing
4. very sublte and sophisticated but not bold. Glass guardrail in a school: No!
5. Bit too clean to give me high school vibes 
6. Feels corporate
7. very open modern
8. love big open space but neutral colors dont feel bold

Responses to survey image 4.5 - Does this space feel like bold?: 
1. feels classic
2. Sure
3. Wide space
4. Love supergraphics with school identity and color strong.
5. This is definitely a gym
6. heart
7. large font
8. like the large lettering

Responses to survey image 4.6 - Does this space feel like bold?: 
1. i like the way the grating plays with the light
2. African or indigenous shadow patterns 
3. rad
4. Depends on the time of day.
5. the light and shadow is cool
6. Detail yes but not bold.
7. too busy
8. love the idea of using light as patterns

Feedback Related To Cultural Placemaking

• “Senior athletes that get nominated each year” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking 
Interior Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why Is It Important To You?

• “Grant rivalry - memories of going to games, alumni that made it to leagues, Denoetoe 2020” to 
answer the question Cultural Placemaking Interior Installations - What Feels Important To Include 
In The Design?  Why Is It Important To You?

• “Legacy of family generations - super important” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking 
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Interior Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why Is It Important To You?
• “TV monitor showing student work on a loop” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Interior 

Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why Is It Important To You?
• “Include the teacher Lenny Edwards” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Interior 

Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why Is It Important To You?
• “Vanport flood was the big reason Jeff is historically black” to answer the question Cultural 

Placemaking Interior Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why Is It 
Important To You?

• “Amy has mural in D22 painted Isaka - save it!!” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking 
Interior Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why Is It Important To You?

• “Like this as graphic style want to see it in many places - love the big smiling faces” to answer 
the question Cultural Placemaking Interior Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The 
Design?  Why Is It Important To You?

• “Teachers that pushed me freshman & junior year, custodial staff, SEI” to answer the question 
Cultural Placemaking Interior Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why 
Is It Important To You?

• “All of these are beautiful and exciting - Jeff Alum” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking 
Site Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why Is It Important To You?

• “Maybe align story, history, signifigance or arts/sports/academics, etc by each corresponding 
entry?” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Site Installations - What Feels Important To 
Include In The Design?  Why Is It Important To You?

• “Honoring people who have passed on - many cultures can have a space” to answer the question 
Cultural Placemaking Site Installations - What Feels Important To Include In The Design?  Why Is It 
Important To You?

• “Black farming - herbs that elders knew about, vegetable gardens, we’ve lost this knowledge 
(ask Charles at Going Street Market, Cason’s)” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Site 
Installations - Kerby Grove

• “Good for community and small gathering” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Site 
Installations - Kerby Grove

• “Feels like a lot of stuff in one small space. Doesn’t feel like it will be used much wouthout 
openings from parking” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Site Installations - Kerby 
Grove

• “Ability to gather - connected to cultural practices - Jeff teacher” to answer the question Cultural 
Placemaking Site Installations - Kerby Grove

• “Plant that has red leaved in fall or some symbol to fire - Jeff Teacher” to answer the question 
Cultural Placemaking Site Installations - Kerby Grove

• “Demo Donket - Alum 2015” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Site Installations - 
Crossblock, Celebrated Jeff Identity and Student Legacy

• “Matthew Prophet - monument to student identity - Alum 1970’s” to answer the question Cultural 
Placemaking Site Installations - Crossblock, Celebrated Jeff Identity and Student Legacy

• “A lot of blue collar ended up here for railroads” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Site 
Installations - Crossblock, Stories of Activism

• “Activism Ron Herndon, Albina Head Start. Fought at city council, jumped up on tables” to answer 
the question Cultural Placemaking Site Installations - Crossblock, Stories of Activism

• “Love shadow screens, uniqueness colo - Future Jeff Parent” to answer the question Cultural 
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Placemaking Site Installations - Crossblock, Stories of Activism
• “Shadow screens: wow this is cool! Also - material connects to Portland history of steelwork.  

Could see steel being poured, just off I-405. - Black Jeff Alum” to answer the question Cultural 
Placemaking Site Installations - Crossblock, Stories of Activism

• “Shadow screens: like the layers, see through it” to answer the question Cultural Placemaking Site 
Installations - Crossblock, Stories of Activism

Feedback Related To Site 

• “Individual school fundraiser - to buy bricks to add to the school” in response to Site Program + 
Circulation, Placemaking + Athletics 

• “If the main entrance has to be buried, the building should really strongly indicate where the arrival 
point is. Maybe missing some architectural hierarchy?” in response to Site Program + Circulation, 
Placemaking + Athletics 

• “Love the medicine garden - NAYA has a great example” in response to Kerby Grove & Main 
Entrance - Program & Placemaking

• “Community Garden: also useful for classes/teaching students sustainable forming within a city” 
in response to Kerby Grove & Main Entrance - Program & Placemaking

• “Too square - maybe round beds, circular paths?” in response to Kerby Grove & Main Entrance - 
Program & Placemaking

• “Laureal plants - significant of knowledge” in response to Kerby Grove & Main Entrance - Program 
& Placemaking

• “Can laurel plant shown on the board grow in PNW in the Cascades” in response to Kerby Grove & 
Main Entrance - Program & Placemaking

• “Design so spill out for seating from cafeteria feels a bit more private from street” in response to 
Crossblock - Program & Placemaking

• “Connection from Kerby Grove to cross-block feels too tight not great flow” in response to 
Crossblock - Program & Placemaking

• “Breaking down into small spaces is very nice. Kids are wiggly love the nontraditional bench to 
invite kids to be kids on everything.  Soft edges, tiers, kids smushed together - Future Jeff Parent” 
in response to Crossblock - Program & Placemaking

• “Love that track is staying blue - Future Jeff Parent” in response to Crossblock - Program & 
Placemaking

• “Bleachers at new schools are never enough & not covered. Can cover & more be considered?” in 
response to Crossblock - Program & Placemaking

• “Love the logo sign, stands out.” in response to Crossblock - Program & Placemaking


